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The exhibition Ocean Business 2013 took place between the 9th and 11th of April, in 
Southampton, on the south-west coast of England, the largest city of Hampshire. The 
students of the International Master Programme »Geomatics/Hydrography« at the 
HafenCity University of Hamburg had the opportunity to visit this exhibition – with 
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the financial help from 
the DHyG. We would 
like to share this experi-
ence with you. 
The ›Ocean Business 2013‹ experience 
through a student’s eyes
fascinating to be in a survey vessel and see live a 
survey executed especially when he has the op-
portunity to ask the manufacturers about the in-
struments’ characteristics and listen to questions 
and comments from people, interested in buying 
equipment for their companies.
The third part was the »Ocean Career 13« where 
people who work in this field gave lectures about 
the career opportunities within ocean technology, 
marine science and offshore survey. You also had 
the option to have a short private meeting with 
them, to discuss and have advice on certain mat-
ters. It is really important for a student to know his 
options for his future career and even for an in-
ternship during his studies that could provide him 
the experience to apply the knowledge attended 
from the university. Furthermore, knowing what is 
going on those days can give you a clue about the 
subject of your Master thesis or a future Doctoral 
thesis. 
The world of marine related professions needs 
good prepared and informed young scientists 
and surveyors. As a conclusion, we would like to 
thank the DHyG for the financial support, without 
which most of the students would not have been 
able to make this trip. They otherwise would have 
missed this experience. The students’ participation 
in those kind of events is really important as they 
give a feedback to their universities about the up-
to-date technologies. 
The exhibition was located in the National Ocea-
nography centre, it was divided into three parts 
that took place at the same time during the three 
days. The first part was the main indoor exhibition, 
where more than 300 companies from all over the 
world presented the latest and leading products. 
Many non-profit organisations and service provid-
ers participated as well. There, you had the oppor-
tunity to become familiar with the equipment that 
is used in order to execute a hydrographic survey, 
and to have a general view on the latest technol-
ogy, such as sonar systems, magnetometers, etc. 
What’s more, the latest updates for surveying and 
processing software were provided in demos for 
the visitors. But the most important for a Master 
student was to be around people with experience 
in this profession, talk with them and get a more 
realistic view on a hydrographer‘s profession. It 
was undoubtedly an extra motivation for study-
ing, all those valuable and fascinating experiences 
that they shared with us. We were also informed 
about the risks and the difficulties of this profes-
sion and how to prepare ourselves for the future. 
Many students from other universities were there 
as well. It is always nice to meet people who are 
more or less in the same phase as you are, and 
share knowledge, questions and fears with them. 
The second part was the shows and surveying 
simulations that took place on-board of vessels or 
by the dock. For a future hydrographer it is always 
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The students in Southampton 
(from left to right): 
Pablo Sanchez Gamez, 
Vincent Bernard, Diego Munoz 
Rosales, Iwonna Bialas, Vasiliki 
Kekridou, James Duckworth; 
not on the picture: Annette 
Hadler
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